Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 NEW DE 00941 201944Z 
ACTION EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-00 COME-00 /018 W 

210403Z 118955/63 

R201135Z IAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO USDA WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 0703 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NEW DELHI 0941 

USDA PASS FAS FOR NOVOTNY, GRAIN AND FEED DIVISION 
FROM AGATT 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: EAGR, IN 

SUBJ: INDIA - FOODGRAIN IMPORTS 

DOODGRAIN IMPORTS BY INDIA lULY THROUGH DECEMBER 1976 
IN 000 OF METRIC TONS WERE: 

WHEAT 

USA 1,913.1 
AUSTRALIA 920.0 
CANADA 216.6 
EC 77.0 
FRANCE 15.0 
NETHERLANDS 5.0 
TOTAL 3,146.7 

RICE 

EGYPT 10.5 
USA 95.4 
TOTAL 105.9 
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ESTIMATED ARRIVALS THROUGH lUNE 1977: 

WHEAT 

USA 80,000 
AUSTRALIA 185,000 
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EEC 175,000 
TOTAL 440,000 

RICE 

THAILAND 60,000 

TOTAL FOODGRAIN IMPORTS FOR SUBJECT PERIOD THEREFORE ANTI- 
CIPATED AT 3,752.6 ALTHOUGH THE 175,000 TONS OF WHEAT 
FROM THE EEC MAY BE DEFERRED UNTIL LATER IN CY 77 AND 
THE 60,000 TONS OF RICE FROM THAILAND MAY NOT BE 
IMPORTED. 

ALTHOUGH 1976-77 FOODGRAIN PRODUCTION IS LIKELY TO 
DECLINE RATHER SUBSTANTIALLY WHEN COMPARED WITH THE 
RECORD PRODUCTION OF 1975-76, WE BELIEVE THE HIGH 
LEVEL OF RESERVE STOCKS WILL RSTRAIN FURTHER CONSIDER- 
ATION OF ADDITIONAL IMPORTS AT LEAST UNTIL GOI HAS A 
LOOK AT 1977 KHARIF CROP PROSPECTS. A FURTHER DETERRENT 
ON FOODGRAIN IMPORTS FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE IS 
THE DIVERSION OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE INTO SUBSTANTIAL 
IMPORTS OF EDIBLE VEGETABLE OILS, AND COTTON. 

SCHNEIDER 
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